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Section 1030 – Motor, Commercial Vehicle, R.V. and Trailer Storage and Parking 

 

 

Section 1030:00. Purpose. The City Council finds that in order to preserve and protect the 

health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City, it is desirable to reduce traffic congestion and 

facilitate easier and less dangerous passage of motor vehicles on city streets; to increase access for 

emergency services; to prevent conditions which are likely to create hazardous road conditions or impede 

or likely to impede the free movement of law enforcement, fire, health or other emergency traffic or 

citizens motor travel; and to preserve the character of the neighborhood of residential zoned districts. 

 

 The intent and purpose of this Ordinance is to establish regulations on the parking of Motor and 

Commercial Vehicles, Recreational Vehicles, Equipment and Utility Trailers on and within public rights-

of-way. 

 

 Nothing contained herein shall be construed as exempting a Motor or Commercial Vehicle, 

Recreational Vehicle, Equipment or Utility Trailer from the application of federal, state, and local laws, 

rules, regulations and ordinances, including, but not limited to, licensing requirements, other parking and 

traffic regulations, laws and ordinances governing hazardous property and nuisances and Minnesota 

Statutes Chapter 168B – regulating junked, abandoned and unauthorized vehicles. 

 

Section 1030:02. Application. All Motor and Commercial Vehicles, Semi-Trailers, Trailers, 

Trucks, Truck-Trailers, Recreational Vehicles, Equipment and Utility Trailers parked or stored, on or 

within a public right-of-way, or on private property, shall be subject to this Ordinance.  Nothing in this 

Ordinance shall limit the number of or prohibit the parking and/or storage of any vehicle, equipment or 

trailer when fully enclosed within a garage or any other accessory storage building as allowed by 

Ordinance. 

 

Section 1030:04. Definitions. For the purposes of this Ordinance, the following terms, phrases, 

words and their derivations shall have the meaning given herein: 

 

A. Commercial Vehicle.  Commercial vehicle shall be defined as all motor vehicles used for 

the transportation of passengers for hire, goods, wares, or merchandise, weighing 15,000 

pounds gross vehicle weight, or more, with load, OR being more than twenty-two (22) 

feet in over-all length OR having more than two (2) axles.  Not withstanding the 

aforementioned, the term commercial (in general) shall be defined as, but not limited to; 

of or relating to commerce OR engaged in commerce, OR used primarily in the conduct 

of a business as opposed to private family or individual use, OR for the purpose of 

making a profit.  Commercial vehicles may also be identified by signage on the unit.  

Provisions of this ordinance shall apply to vehicles such as, but not limited to: semi-

trailers, truck-tractors, tanker-trucks, construction vehicles including backhoes, bobcats, 

bucket loaders, track vehicles, buses, garbage hauling trucks and dumpsters. 

 

B. Crosswalk.  The term Crosswalk shall mean: (1) that portion of a roadway ordinarily 

included with the prolongation or connection of the lateral lines of sidewalks at 

intersections, or (2) any portion of a roadway distinctly indicated for pedestrian crossing 

by lines or other markings on the surface. 

 

C. Driveway.  Driveway shall mean the improved or unimproved place on private property 

that a vehicle would have to travel over in a direct path in order to enter a garage or 

carport, or to enter an exterior or interior side yard immediately adjacent to a garage or 

carport, from a designated entry/exit point on a public right-of-way. 
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D. Driveway Approach.  Driveway approach shall mean the area, construction or facility 

between the roadway of a public street and private property intended to provide access 

for vehicles from a roadway or a public street to private property.  For clarification, a 

driveway approach must provide access to something definite on private property such as 

a parking area, a driveway, or a door intended and used for the entrance of vehicles. 

 

E. Intersection.  Intersection shall mean the area embraced within the prolongation or 

connection of the lateral curb lines, or, if none, then the lateral boundary lines of the 

roadways of two streets which join one another, at, or approximately at, right angles, or 

the area within which vehicle traveling upon different highways joining at any other 

angle may come in conflict. 

 

F. Motor Vehicle.  A Motor Vehicle shall mean a device or piece of mechanized equipment 

for the purpose of transporting passengers, goods, or apparatus’ that is propelled other 

than by muscular power. 

 

G. Parking Surface.  A hard surfaced driveway, or surface area constructed of concrete, 

blacktop (asphalt) or a similar hard, durable, and dust-free permanent surface designed to 

properly drain surface water and prevent water drainage onto adjacent properties or 

walkways as regulated in the City of Foley Zoning Ordinance #319. Crushed granite or 

similar dust-free aggregate are only allowed as provided in Section 1030:12, Subdivision 

3; gravel, and reclaimed or blacktop (asphalt) millings are prohibited. 

 

 1.)  A Parking Surface for parking or storage shall be located no closer than three 

(3) feet to a side lot line, or the required side yard setback, whichever is less. 

 

H. Recreational Vehicle.  Recreational Vehicle (RV) shall mean that class of vehicles that 

are not for commercial use, but intended for recreational use, including, but not limited 

to: a motor home, travel trailer, camper shell, cab-over-camper, fifth wheel, tent and 

camping trailers, boats (whether mounted on a trailer or not), off-highway vehicles, all-

terrain vehicles (ATV’s), snowmobiles, sand/dune buggies, personal watercraft, 

lawn/garden tractors, golf carts, and go-carts. 

 

I. Routine / Routinely.  A period of time exceeding 24 hours. 

 

J. Semi-Trailer.  Semi-trailer shall be defined as a vehicle of the trailer type so designed and 

used in conjunction with a truck-tractor that a considerable part of its own weight or that 

of its load rests upon and is carried by the truck-tractor and shall include a trailer drawn 

by a truck-tractor semi-trailer combination. 

 

K. Single-Axel Trailer:  A trailer with one set of wheels.  Includes all wheels whose centers 

may be included within two parallel transverse vertical planes 40 inches apart.   

 

L. Stored / Storage.  Stored or Storage shall be defined as a means to put away or keep for 

use in the future.  Any motor vehicle, equipment or trailer as defined in the Ordinance, 

maintained in approximately the same location, on the same site or property, for 24 hours 

or more shall be deemed stored. 

 

M. Tandem axel (Double-axel) Trailer:  A trailer with two sets of wheels.  Means two 

consecutive axels whose centers are spaced more than 40 inches and not more than 96 

inches apart.   

 

N. Trailer.  Trailer shall be defined as any vehicle designed for carrying property or 

passengers in its own structure and for being drawn by a motor vehicle but shall not  
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include a trailer drawn by a truck-tractor semi-trailer combination, or an auxiliary axle on 

a motor vehicle which carries a portion of the weight of the motor vehicle to which it is 

attached. 

 

O. Truck.  Truck shall be defined as any motor vehicle designed and used for carrying things 

other than passengers, except pickup trucks and vans with a manufacturer’s normal 

capacity of 1 ton or less and commonly known as a pickup truck. 

 

P. Truck-Tractor.  Truck-tractor shall be defined as a motor vehicle designed and used 

primarily for drawing other vehicles and not constructed to carry a load other than a part 

of the weight of the vehicle and load drawn, AND a motor vehicle designed and used 

primarily for drawing other vehicles used exclusively for transporting motor vehicles and 

capable of carrying motor vehicles on its own structure. 

 

Q. Utility Trailer.  Utility trailer shall mean a non-motorized unit not defined as a 

recreational vehicle that has an axle and a frame that can be used to haul any type of 

material or equipment for recreational, non-commercial or agricultural purposes such as, 

but not limited to, boat trailers, horse trailers, trailers mounted with recreational vehicles 

such as a water craft or off-road vehicles, or implements of husbandry. 

 

R. Vehicle.  For the purpose of this Ordinance, Vehicle shall refer to any of the 

aforementioned definitions including, but not limited to motor vehicle, commercial 

vehicle, semi-trailers, trailers, trucks, truck-tractors, RV’s, equipment or utility trailers. 

 

S. Gravel. Gravel shall mean crushed limestone or other non-granite aggregate containing 

fine materials often referred to as “Class 5 Gravel,” “Class 2 Buff Limestone,” “Class 2 

Red Limestone,” or other typical road base materials. 

 

Section 1030:06. Parking Regulations. 

 

 Subdivision 1.  No public street, property, alley or right-of-way shall be used for the storage of 

Motor Vehicles, Commercial Vehicles, RV’s, Equipment or Utility Trailers. 

 

 Subdivision 2.  In no instance shall a Vehicle be parked or stored where any portion thereof 

blocks or overhangs the sidewalk, trail way, boulevard or curb within the public right-of-way. 

 

 Subdivision 3.  A Vehicle shall not be parked or stored where such parking or storage constitutes 

a clear and demonstrable traffic hazard and/or threat to public health and safety such as 

obstruction of sight lines or flow of traffic. 

 

 Subdivision 4.  A Vehicle shall not be parked within the vehicular travel portion, or driving lane, 

of any public or private street or roadway. 

 

 Subdivision 5.  It is unlawful for any person to stop, stand, store or park a Vehicle in any of the 

following places, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, OR if in compliance 

with the specific directions of a traffic-control device or a person authorized under this code to 

direct traffic: 
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a. in front of the access to a public or private driveway or trail way including 

 the driveway apron, curb cut and/or curb return; 

b. within ten (10) feet of a fire hydrant or a mailbox; 

c. on any surface other than a Parking Surface as defined by City Ordinance; 

d. at any place where official signs prohibit or restrict stopping, parking or both; 

e. within ten (10) feet of any Intersection or Crosswalk. 

 

 

Subdivision 6.  All Trailers must be attached to the tow vehicle if parked on a public street.  Any 

owner of a detached Trailer parked on the public street for any length of time will be subject to 

immediate citation and/or to the removal of the Trailer at the owner’s expense. 

 

 Subdivision 7.  When parked or stored within the City, Commercial Vehicles, Semi-Trailers, 

Trucks, Truck-Trailers, Motor Vehicles, RV’s, Equipment or Utility Trailers shall be kept neat 

and clean at all times.  Debris, excessive dirt, spider webs, weed accumulation on and under such 

units are prohibited at all times as are broken windows and flat tires.  In no case shall any Vehicle 

be used as a storage unit.  Any Vehicle parked or stored in violation of this ordinance or which 

constitutes nuisance or hazardous conditions shall be declared a nuisance and subject to 

abatement. 

 

 Subdivision 8.  All covers, tarps or any other material employed to protect a stored Vehicle from 

the elements must be secured and be weatherproof.  Rocks/bricks or other weighted items shall 

not be used to secure the weatherproofing cover. 

 

 Subdivision 9.  In no instances shall any Vehicle be parked or stored in driveways or unenclosed 

areas visible to the public, including a Parking Surface as defined above, unless it is in a fully-

operational condition bearing current registration (if licensing required by MN Department of 

Motor Vehicle or any other State authority for use). 

 

Subdivision 10.  At no time shall any Vehicle be parked and/or stored on a residential lot that has 

no principal structure, however, this subsection shall not apply if: 

 

  a. said lot is adjacent to a lot on which there is an occupied residence; AND 

 b. both lots are under common ownership; AND 

c. the Vehicle parked and/or stored on the vacant lot is owned by and license and/or 

registered to the occupant of the resident on said adjacent lot. 

 

Section 1030:08. Commercial Vehicle Storage. 

 

 Subdivision 1.  One Commercial Vehicle having a licensed gross vehicle weight over 15,000 

pounds may be parked on private property in any residential zoned district provided it meets the 

following requirements: 
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a. the owner or operator of the vehicle must reside on the property; AND 

b. the vehicle shall be parked on a hard surface driveway in compliance with the 

applicable zoning district requirements; AND 

c. the permitted vehicle shall be parked at least ten (10) feet from the front property 

line and five (5) feet from the side property line; AND 

d. noise from idling of the engine shall not exceed regulations of the existing noise 

ordinance.  The vehicle’s engine shall not be idled for more than thirty (30) 

minutes in any one (1) hour period.  In no circumstance may the engine idle for 

more than two periods, lasting thirty (30) minutes each, in one twenty-four (24) 

hour period.  For purposes of this section, idling shall mean running the vehicle 

engine for more than three (3) minutes.  In no instance shall the vehicle’s engine 

idle (3 minutes) in violation of this or any other ordinance between the hours of 

10:30 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. 

 

 

Section 1030:10. Recreational Vehicle Storage. 

 

Subdivision 1.  At no time shall any Vehicle be used for primary living or housekeeping purpose. 

 

a. Exceptions may be granted for travelers or out of town guests visiting with prior 

notification to the City Administrator for a period not to exceed seven (7) days. 

 

 Subdivision 2.  Recreational vehicles shall be mobile and shall not be permanently affixed in the 

ground in a manner that would prevent removal. 

 

 Subdivision 3.  Unmounted slide-in pickup campers shall be stored no higher than twenty (20) 

inches above the ground and shall be securely supported at all four (4) corners by solid support 

blocks or support mechanisms. 

 

 Subdivision 4.  Except for routine maintenance or during emergency conditions when power 

supply is disrupted, the operation of a recreation vehicle generator plant shall not be permitted in 

residential districts.  For the purpose of this subdivision, routine maintenance periods shall not 

exceed sixty (60) minutes per month. 

 

Section 1030:12. Storage On Residential Lots. 

 

 Subdivision 1.  No Motor or Commercial Vehicle, RV, Equipment, or Utility Trailer shall be 

routinely parked on an unsurfaced area, such as dirt or vegetation, in the front yard (or within the 

front yard setbacks) of residential lots. 

 

 Subdivision 2.  Storage of Vehicles shall be limited to a garage or other permitted accessory 

structure, or designated driveway areas in the front yard of residential properties. 

 

a. The unenclosed parking and/or storage of Vehicles shall be limited to a total 

number of six (6) units parked upon the hard surfaced driveway or a Parking 

Surface as defined above, within the front of a residential lot. 

b. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, Vehicles may be parked 

temporarily on an unsurfaced area of the front yard of a residential lot overnight 

as is necessary to comply with winter parking regulations from November 1 to 

April 1 OR for a period not to exceed 24 hours, to load, unload, clean or repair 

the Vehicle year-round.  At no time shall a vehicle be parked on public right-of-

way as regulated by Section 1030:06. 
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c. This subdivision shall not be construed to allow parking or storage of nuisance, 

junked or abandoned vehicles or units otherwise prohibited by any other 

ordinance or subdivision. 

 

 Subdivision 3.  All Vehicles and Tandem Axel or Double Axel Trailers in the side yard shall be 

parked or stored on a Parking Surface as defined by this Ordinance.  Utility trailers, single axel 

trailers, off-highway vehicles, all-terrain vehicles (ATV’s), snowmobiles, sand/dune buggies, 

personal watercraft, lawn/garden tractors, golf carts, and go-carts parked in the side yard may be 

parked on unsurfaced areas in lieu of a Parking Surface, provided the area under and around the 

Trailer is maintained free of tall grass or weeds per City of Foley Zoning Ordinance 1145. 

 

 Subdivision 4.  Utility trailers parked within a back yard shall comply with rear and side yard 

setback requirements applicable to accessory structures and shall be parked or stored on a Parking 

Surface as defined by this Ordinance and all other applicable ordinances. 

a. Single axel utility trailers and Non-Motorized Recreational Vehicles along with off-highway 

vehicles, all-terrain vehicles (ATV’s), snowmobiles, sand/dune buggies, personal 

watercraft/lawn/garden tractors, golf carts, and go-carts may be parked in the back yard on  
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unsurfaced areas in lieu of a Parking Surface, provided the area under and around the Trailer 

is maintained free of tall grass or weeds per City of Foley Zoning Ordinance 1145. 

b.   Tandem axel (Double-axel) Trailers shall be parked on an approved parking surface if parked 

in the backyard.  

 

 Subdivision 5.  Vehicles stored on a property shall be subject to the height provisions of 

“Accessory Buildings” of the City of Foley Zoning Ordinance 319. 

 

Section 1030:14. Exceptions. 

 

 Subdivision 1.  The above provisions shall not apply to those Vehicles temporarily parked by the 

driver thereof, for the purpose of being loaded or unloaded while making actual deliveries of 

goods and merchandise; OR while engaged in construction, general repair, moving or other type 

of commercial work; OR parked for temporary maintenance or emergency repairs not to exceed 

24 hours providing that such parking does not impair the regular flow of traffic or cause an undue 

safety concern. 

 

 Subdivision 2.  The provisions of this Ordinance shall not apply to street construction, 

maintenance, and repair equipment trailers or vehicles used by the public service utility 

companies engaged in repairing or extending public service utilities. 

 

Section 1030:16. Variance. Minor modifications or adjustments to this Ordinance may be 

administratively approved by the City Administrator by means of a Motor Vehicle Parking 

Variance where conditions such as, but not limited to, lot size, lot construction or improvements 

warrant a minor modification or adjustment.  If the City Administrator cannot make such a 

determination, the matter may be appealed to the City’s Planning Commission with the 

appropriate application for variance process and appeal fee filed.  In no instance shall a 

modification or adjustment be made to the provisions of this Ordinance if it violates a safety 

concern/regulation of this or any other City Ordinance. 

 

Section 1030:18. Enforcement and Penalty. 

 

 Subdivision 1.  Notice of Violation.  When a property owner permits or allows the parking and/or 

storage of a Vehicle to exist in violation of this Ordinance, the City Administrator, or Law 



Enforcement Officer, may serve notice upon said owner ordering the owner to remove the vehicle 

within five (5) days of the date of the notice.  The notice shall state that in case of noncompliance  
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the City shall have the vehicle removed from the premises at the expense of the owner and that if 

unpaid, the charge for such towing will be made a special assessment against the property 

concerned.  The notice shall also inform the property owner that the order may be appealed by 

filing a written notice of appeal with the City Administrator within the five (5) days of the date of 

notice. 

 

 Subdivsion 2.  Appeal.  If an owner who received notice to remove a vehicle provided for by this 

Ordinance believes that the order has been wrongly issued, said owner may appeal the order by 

filing with the City Administrator a written notice of appeal within five (5) days of the date of the 

notice.  Upon receipt of notice of an appeal the City Administrator shall place the matter on the 

next regular Council Agenda, when the matter will be heard by the City Council.  The owner may 

present testimony and information to the Council, as may the City Administrator, City staff, and 

other concerned citizens.  After due consideration, the City Council shall decide whether the 

order will stand.  In the event the Council determines that the order is appropriate, the owner shall 

have three (3) days from the date of the Council’s decision to comply with the order. 

 

 Subdivision 3.  Failure to Comply.  If an owner who has received an order under this Ordinance 

fails to comply within the applicable time frame, the City may remove the vehicle in violation of  

this ordinance from the premises.  The City Administrator shall keep a record showing the cost of 

such. 

 

 Subdivision 4.  Owner Responsible for Payment.  In the event the City is required to take action 

to bring any property in compliance with this Ordinance, the owner of the property shall be 

responsible to pay all such costs and expenses incurred by the City (including costs and expenses 

associated with City Staff time).  Upon determining such costs and expenses of the City, the 

owner of the property will be sent an invoice by regular mail (sent to the address shown on the 

property tax statement for the property).  In the event the invoice is not paid in full within thirty 

(30) days of the date of mailing, the City Clerk may certify said expenses to the City Council for 

assessment against the property.  Thereupon, said costs and expenses shall become a levied 

special assessment against the property to be paid in the following year together with the property 

taxes. 

 

Section 1030:20. Severability. If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance 

should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or 

unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence, clause, 

or phrase of this Ordinance. 

 

Section 1030:22. Adherence To Any Other Ordinance.  The parking and/or storage of 

any Vehicle within the City of Foley shall comply with all applicable requirements and/or provisions of 

this or any other existing City Ordinance including but not limited to the ordinances regulating noise, 

public nuisance, zoning, traffic and winter parking. 

 

Section 1030:24. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be effective upon its passage and 

publication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Chapter X – TRAFFIC REGULATIONS of the 1974 Code of Ordinance was amended by Ordinance 

Number 416 adding Section 1030 Motor, Commercial Vehicle, R.V. and Trailer Storage and Parking, 

adopted May 6, 2014, published and effective May 13, 2014. 

 

Chapter X – TRAFFIC REGULATIONS of the 1974 Code of Ordinance was amended by Ordinance 

Number 448 amending Section 1030:04 G, Parking Surfaces; Section 1030:04 added Q, Gravel; Section 

1030:12 G, Subdivision 3 & 4, adopted April 7, 2020, published and effective April 14, 2020. 

 


