CITY OF FOLEY, MINNESOTA
CITY COUNCIL MEETING — February 18, 2025

The Foley City Council held its regular meeting at 5:30 p.m. on Feb. 18, 2025, at Foley City
Hall.

Members Present: Mayor Brandon Voit and Councilmembers Jeff Gondeck, Deb Mathiowetz,
Gary Swanson, and Stephanie Lloyd.

Members Absent: None

Brandon Voit convened the meeting at 5:30 p.m.

The pledge of allegiance was recited.

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Mathiowetz, to approve the agenda.

Motion carried, unanimous.

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Gondeck, to approve the consent agenda.
e Approve minutes of February 4, 2025.

Motion carried, unanimous.

2025 Northside Improvements

Jarod Griffith, City Engineer, directed the council to the plans in their council packet and gave an
overview of the project. The project covers street reconstruction, sanitary sewer, watermain,
storm sewer, and ADA improvements on existing 3" Avenue from John Street to Murphy Street;
existing 4" Avenue N from John Street to Norman Avenue N; existing Broadway Avenue N
from state Hwy 23 to Penn Street; existing Murphy Street from 3 Avenue to Broadway Avenue
N; existing Parent Street from 4™ Avenue N to Broadway Avenue N; and on existing 13™"
Avenue, Benton County Sections 25 and 26.

The project was initially in the 2009 CIP for construction in 2011 and has been bumped back
several times for other priorities. The purpose of the project to improve streets, utilities, and
drainage. There is also a deficiency with lead services that will also be addressed. Griffith gave
an overview of the project area. Concerns about sidewalks and other feedback from residents
was taken into consideration when preparing the plans. Parking issues were also addressed.
Street design also addressed proper drainage.

Griffith added that staff had initial conversations with Benton County regarding their
replacement of the box culvert in their area, but the county was not selected by the state to
receive funds. The needed funding might not be available until next summer. There will need to
be a slight adjustment to the connection while the city waits on the county. Questions and
discussion followed. The bridge in the project area is also a county concern and not the city’s.



Brunn added if the county gets their money the city could try to get it done in the fall. The box
culvert is a small project. Staff didn’t want to delay the entire project. Questions and discussion
followed.

Griffith added that 13" Avenue overlay and drain tile would be included with this project. More
discussion and questions followed. Public Works will begin to clear trees by the end of March in
preparation for the project. More questions and discussion followed.

Brunn added that property owners will be required to replace their service laterals as part of the
project. They can choose to do it on their own, but if they don’t replace it the city will start to
fine them based on the ordinance. This has been required during other projects. Brunn added that
the city has fiber conduit in all sections of the city’s portions of the project. Brunn also indicated
that there may be a portion of 13" Avenue that the city will need to fund with cash. Staff is
including everything at this point as recommended by the bonding agent.

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Lloyd, to approve Resolution #2025-02 Approving Plans-
Specs to Advertise for Bids.

Motion carried, unanimous.

Old Business

Voit reintroduced the discussion on council priorities and goals including the city’s 125"
birthday celebration. He also mentioned the feedback that has been received from residents
through social media. Discussion and questions followed regarding more specific ideas:
fireworks, dunk tank, and celebrating the oldest Foley resident. Brunn suggested working with
the Foley Fun Days planners to incorporate some of these ideas. More discussion and ideas.

Voit gave an overview of other priorities including development tools such as tax abatements
and the upcoming TIF training for the council on March 13.

Mathiowetz asked if staff has heard back from the Tri-County Humane Society regarding the
contract. Brunn stated she’d heard back from Purple Cat and had a good conversation. They will
come back with more specific numbers. Brunn stated she didn’t want the city to commit to Tri-
County until staff had numbers from Purple Cat. They will help with spade and neutering of cats
but they don’t help with housing or adoption. Discussion and questions followed.

Voit asked if the RFP for the southside project was out. Brunn said it is out and staff has already
gotten a few questions. She is also applying for state funds for housing.

New Business

Gondeck shared that the corner building on 4™ Avenue North (Terry’s Tavern) is for sale and has
recently gone down in price. The property could be of interest to the city. Voit added he liked the
idea of redevelopment downtown. There are TIF opportunities. It could be advantageous for the
city to purchase properties if they become available. Discussion and questions. Brunn said she
could schedule a closed session so the council could discuss further in April. More discussion
followed.



Brunn referred to a letter from Chief McMillin with feedback and growing needs for the
department (storm sirens and squads) as population increases with the southside housing project.
Discussion and questions followed regarding other city needs.

Mayor’s Open Forum

Paul Strand, 351 Dewey Street, asked the council about a rumor that the city may reverse its
decision on cannabis licensing and take back joint powers control from Benton County.

Voit said this was a rumor. The county controls licensing and will allow up to four cannabis
shops within all of Benton County.

Strand thanked the council and also complimented Public Works on their snow removal.

Voit thanked Foley Fire & Rescue first responders for helping on the call last Sunday for a
family member.

Motion by Mathiowetz, seconded by Gondeck, to adjourn.
Motion carried, unanimous.

Meeting adjourned 6:40 p.m.
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Sarah A. Brunn, Administrator
(Minutes By: Sara Judson Brown, Administrative Assistant)




