
CITY OF FOLEY, MINNESOTA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING – April 1, 2025 

 

The Foley City Council held its regular meeting at 5:30 p.m. on April 1, 2025, at Foley City 

Hall. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Brandon Voit and Councilmembers Jeff Gondeck, Deb Mathiowetz, 

Gary Swanson, and Stephanie Lloyd.  

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Brandon Voit convened the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  

 

The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Gondeck, to approve the agenda. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Motion by Lloyd, seconded by Mathiowetz, to approve the consent agenda. 

 

 Approve minutes of March 4, 2025.   

 Approve hiring of Emma Thorsten, pool manager.  

 Accept resignation of Sean Gitch, part-time police officer.  

 Approve auction process for 2019 Chevy Tahoe police squad.  

 Approval to start hiring process for part-time police officers.  

 Approve SRO Contract 07-01-25 – 06-30-26.   

 Adopt Resolution #2025-26 Cancelling Special Assessment.   

 Approve assessment agreement with Stoney Brook Townhomes.  

 Approve Main Street Revitalization Grant Application (program to launch in spring).   

 Approve payment of bills.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Public Hearing – 651 Broadway Avenue N – Lot Size Variance Request 

Voit recessed the regular council meeting at 5:31 p.m. for the public hearing on the 651 

Broadway Avenue N. The property owner is requesting that the lots combined in 1997 to be split 

in to two lots. Voit added that comments were submitted ahead of time to the council by Emily 

Christy and are available in the council packet.  

 

No one spoke at the podium for or against the matter. 

 

Mathiowetz added that she spoke with Christy and agreed with some of her concerns regarding 

the variance request. Discussion and questions followed.  

 

Voit reconvened the regular council meeting at 5:33 p.m. 



 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Swanson, to approve Resolution #2025-07 approving variance 

for lot size and subdivision.  

 

Motion carried, with Gondeck, Voit, Swanson, and Lloyd voting yes. Mathiowetz voted no.  

Motion carried. 

 

Public Hearing – 6773 Hwy 25 NE – Kotsmith Lumber – New Commercial & Parking 

Variance 

Voit recused himself from conducting the public hearing and turned the meeting over to 

Gondeck as acting mayor.  

 

Gondeck recessed the regular council meeting at 5:34 to conduct the hearing on the parking 

variance.  

 

No one spoke for or against the matter. 

 

Gondeck added that the Planning Commission had reviewed the plan and saw no issues for 

concern. Gondeck reconvened the regular council meeting at 5:35 p.m. 

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Mathiowetz, to approve Resolution #2025-04 Approving 

Annexation – Per Foley/Gilmanton OAA. 

 

Motion carried, with Gondeck, Mathiowetz, Swanson and Lloyd voting yes. Voit abstained. 

 

Brunn added that all the engineering comments must be satisfied as well. A number of them have 

been addressed in the plans in the council packet. Staff is waiting on calculations for drainage.  

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Mathiowetz, to approve parking variance and site plan along 

with engineering recommendation.  

 

Motion carried, with Gondeck, Mathiowetz, Swanson and Lloyd voting yes. Voit abstained. 

 

Motion by Mathiowetz, seconded by Lloyd, to approve Development Agreement. 

 

Motion carried, with Gondeck, Mathiowetz, Swanson and Lloyd voting yes. Voit abstained. 

 

Gondeck returned the gavel to Voit. 

 

Angie Hill – Foley Legion Mud Volleyball Event – May 17, 2025 

Hill gave an overview to the council on the proposed event. Event will be a fundraiser for Anna 

Marie’s a Domestic Violence Shelter for women in St. Cloud. Discussion and questions 

followed.  

 

Brunn added that since it was a different kind of event staff wanted to makes sure there weren’t 

any concerns from the Foley Police Department or from Public Works. She deferred to the 



department heads. Mark Pappenfus, Director of Public Works, stated the mud needed to stay on 

the property and off the street and out of the drains. Chief McMillin asked if there would be a 

fenced area and for an estimate for how many people (participants and spectators) would be 

attending. Hill said typically 150 would attend with teams and spectators. Additional questions 

and discussion followed. Mathiowetz expressed concerns on how the participants would be 

dressed. Hill said it would be shorts and t-shirts and stated the women’s shelter approved the 

event.  

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Gondeck, to approve the event. 

 

Motion carried with Gondeck, Voit, Swanson, and Lloyd voting yes. Mathiowetz voted no. 

 

Wastewater Regionalization Project Update 

Jared Voge, Bolton & Menk, gave an overview to the council. Staff continues to collaborate with 

St. Cloud with weekly meetings and daily interaction. Contractor is still working through punch 

list items. Holding ponds are now ice free (the prime cause of the odor issue experienced by St. 

Cloud). Staff continues to sample to make sure the water is okay to discharge into St. Cloud’s 

system. Discussion and questions followed. Voge explained the sampling is being done to make 

sure the chemicals can control the odor. He stated the chemical dosing issue will be resolved by 

next winter.  

 

2025 Northside Improvements – Bid Opening/Award 

Jared Griffith, City Engineer, gave an overview of the bids that were received for the project. 

The bids were open on March 20. There were six bids ranging from $4.8 – $6.39 million. 

Kuechle Underground was the low bid. Discussion and questions followed.  

 

Griffith added that the original estimate was $4.9 million prior to adding 13th Avenue. The total 

project cost is the same. The winning bid was lower than expected.  

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Lloyd, to adopt Resolution #2025-05 awarding the bid from 

Kuechle Underground for the 2025 Northside Improvement project.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Mayor’s Comments & Open Forum 

Rosalie Musachio, 150 Cottage Grove Avenue, expressed concerns regarding the trees that were 

taken down in preparation for the project. She recommended the city plant three trees for every 

one taken down. A total of 88 trees are down. She requested the council make more of an effort 

to plant more trees. 

 

Kim Latterell, 511 Broadway Avenue N, asked about the wastewater project and if the project 

was under warranty since there hasn’t been a final payment yet. He stated he was concerned 

because he saw a Foley Public Works Truck by the MN Truck Headquarters. He didn’t think the 

people of Foley would want to keep paying for something overrun in a year and a half.  

 



Voge explained that the there is a two-year warranty. That area is where the Foley pipe 

discharges into the St. Cloud system.  

 

Department Reports 

 

Police Department 

Chief Katie McMillin gave an overview of the stat report for March. The department responded 

to 397 calls for service in March. Speed enforcement is up. Child ICRs are up at the school. 

Animal complaints are up. She asked that dog owners please register their dogs. Spring 

ordinance enforcement is ongoing. She asked that property owners take advantage of the 

compost site as they clean up their properties. The new body camera and record systems are 

getting up and running in May. The new squad is getting equipped at the installers and the 

department should have it in a few weeks. The old squad will be sent to auction. McMillin said 

that she and Officer Pausch participated at the Foley Expo. She will also post for a part-time 

officer position approved in the consent agenda. The Bike Rodeo will be June 14. Questions and 

discussion followed.  

 

City Attorney 
Amanda Bukowski, City Attorney, gave an overview of the franchise agreements. The East 

Central Energy agreement is taking a little longer. State law says that the franchise agreements 

must be the same. Staff is in the final stages of approval with East Central Energy. 

 

City Engineer 

Griffith gave an update on the 2025 Lead Service project. Staff is meeting today with PFA 

funding source. He will bring plans for approval to the next council meeting. The list of 

properties is in the high 30s.  

 

Public Works and Fire Departments 

Pappenfus stated there was nothing else to update the council. 

 

Administration 
Sarah Brunn, City Administrator, stated the EDA has motioned approval for the Downtown 

Façade Application in the council packet. Approval is contingent upon the property being in 

compliance with state and local ordinances. She also gave an overview of the recent stop work 

order. Staff is working with the property owner and the contractor.  

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Swanson, to approve the application with contingencies.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Brunn also gave an overview of the audit field work. Staff is doing a single line audit which has 

been done before. She reminded the council they may have gotten correspondence from the 

auditors. This is normal. The auditors will be at City Hall on Monday and Tuesday.  

 

Brunn updated the council on the possibility of being able to take credit card payments at the 

pool. The estimated cost from IT is $2,200. The current processor would not charge additional 



fees. She asked for council permission to proceed. Discussion and questions followed. The 

council directed staff to proceed.  

 

Brunn also asked the council permission to provide pool staff with a WSI incentive. The city will 

reimburse half of the certification fee at the end of the year after they’ve taught classes at the 

Foley pool. Council agreed. 

 

Brunn updated the council on the MN housing program. Staff is currently working on an 

application for a rehabilitation housing program. Staff also submitted a lot of water/sewer 

information to Northland regarding the rate study. Staff expects more information by mid-

summer to incorporate into the next budget cycle. She also reminded the council that Benton 

County building tours begin next week. The county will have their permit at the next Planning 

meeting. Questions and discussion followed.  

 

Old Business 

No old business. 

 

New Business 

Mathiowetz asked Hans Lammeman, Benton County News, to come to the podium. She and the 

rest of the council expressed their frustration over the paper’s decision to bury a time capsule 

outside of city limits to celebrate Foley’s 125th anniversary. The council did not support the 

location and preferred an area within city limits. The paper knew this and moved forward with 

plans for the time capsule outside of city limits anyway. Robust discussion followed. 

 

Gondeck said he was pleased to hear that Officer Pausch, a youth fire arms instructor, was 

teaching 75 students fire arms instruction at the school. 

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Lloyd, to adjourn. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Meeting adjourned 6:30 p.m. 

 

Council Workshop 

The council continued their discussion on the Tri-County Humane Society contract. Brunn will 

follow up. 

 

Discussion turned to a possible massage parlor ordinance. A lot of cities have ordinances around 

this type of business since it can cause concerns. Brunn explained staff was looking at the 

ordinance to help prevent sex trafficking and will share samples for the council to review in the 

future. 

 

Brunn also gave an overview of the flood plan ordinance that needs to be updated. It has changed 

at the state level so the city will need to update. 

 



Discussion turned to TIF training and how to use as a tool to help spur development. Brunn 

asked the council their opinion for future development opportunities. Council is open to a TIF. 

 

The council discussed the private road in front of McDonald’s and the history of the road. The 

road is privately owned. Gondeck stated he was not in favor of the city taking over the road in its 

current state. Discussion and questions followed. The city cannot use public funds to improve 

private property.  

 

The council asked for an update on the Jennie-O property. The property is currently being rented. 

There have been inquiries on the Pouch Tec property, but nothing finalized.  

 

The next steps for the Southside RFP. Bids are due by the end of the month then the council will 

talk at the May meeting. 

 

The council discussed trees and agreed the current policy was sufficient. Griffith would look into 

possible grant opportunities.  

 

Workshop ended 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
________________________Sarah A. Brunn, Administrator  

(Minutes By:  Sara Judson Brown, Administrative Assistant) 


