
CITY OF FOLEY, MINNESOTA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING – May 6, 2025 

 

The Foley City Council held its regular meeting at 5:30 p.m. on May 6, 2025, at Foley City Hall. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Brandon Voit and Councilmembers Jeff Gondeck, Deb Mathiowetz, 

Gary Swanson, and Stephanie Lloyd.  

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Brandon Voit convened the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  

 

The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Mathiowetz, to approve the agenda. 

 

Motion by Voit, to amend the agenda to move the open forum before the consent agenda.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Motion to approve the revised agenda, unanimous. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Lloyd, to approve the consent agenda. 

 Approve minutes of April 1, 2025.   

 Approve firefighter compensation increase effective January 1, 2025. 

 Approve 2025 Step Schedule – per request of auditors.   

 Approve Resolution #2025-09 Accepting Donation. 

 Approve Resolution #2025-10 Accepting Donation. 

 Approve Resolution #2025-13 Accepting Donation. 

 Adopt Ordinance #493 East Central Energy Franchise Agreement. 

 Adopt Ordinance #494 East Central Energy Franchise Fees. 

 Approve updated TIF application.  

 Approve payment of bills.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Mayor’s Comments and Open Forum 

Debra Olson, 600 Dewey Street, thanked Mayor Voit for excusing himself during the 

vote at the previous meeting regarding the approval of the lumber yard since he works at 

the bank that is financing the project. Olson also stated she felt Hans Lammeman from 

the Benton County News deserved an apology from the City Council as the annexation of 

the land in question was already being planned.  

 



Mathiowetz stated that the annexation was not being planned prior to the time capsule 

project being discussed. The land was not within city limits at that time and the council 

expressed their concerns to Lammeman for that reason.  

 

Voit gave an update on the progress with the Welcome to Foley signs on Hwy 23. 

Construction should resume in May and hopes to be completed around Foley Fun Days, 

weather permitting. 

 

Public Hearing – 520 Dewey Street – Benton County Drive-Thru Conditional Use 

Permit 

Voit recessed the regular meeting at 5:35 p.m. and opened the Public Hearing. 

 

Deb Olson, 600 Dewey Street, spoke in support of the drive-thru at the proposed new 

county building. She stated that Foley is one of the few cities that has a DMV and a 

drive-thru option would make it more convenient for residents and visitors.  

 

Evan Larson from Benton County introduced himself and offered to help answer any 

questions regarding the county property.  

 

Karen Kampa, 10475 7th Street SE, stated she did not support the proposed drive-thru as 

part of the county’s proposed new building due to the poor customer service she received 

the last time she was at the county.  

 

Voit encouraged her to attend the Benton County Board meeting later that evening and 

express her concerns with the county. 

 

Voit closed the public hearing and reconvened the regular meeting at 5:44 p.m. 

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Gondeck, to approve to approve Resolution #2025-11 

Approving Conditional Use and Site Plan for Benton County. 

 

Gondeck added that the request was reviewed and approved by the Planning 

Commission. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Wastewater Regionalization Project Update  

Jarod Voge, Bolton & Menk, presented Pay Agreement #26 to the council and 

recommended approval. The payment represents work completed through April 25. The 

work is for retainage on grass restoration and other punch list items. The warranty on the 

system will begin after the final payment estimate. Discussion and questions followed.  

 



Voit stated he didn’t like continuing to pay while the problem with the system is still be 

corrected. He would like the system up and running again before releasing more 

retainage. Gondeck agreed. More qeustions and discussion followed.  

 

Voit discussed making a motion contingent on successful restart before issuing release of 

pay estimate #26. Brunn stated she would like to check with the attorney first. More 

discussion and questions. Gondeck recommended tabling the decision until the next 

meeting. Brunn expressed concern the city may have a contractual obligation to release 

the funds but will get clarification from the contract and city attorney. More discussion 

followed.  

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Gondeck, to table the decision on Pay Agreeement #26 

until the next meeting.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Discussion on Foley 125th Anniversary Community Event 

Renee Kaitchuck, Grase House Ministries, addressed the council regarding her plans for a 

community event at the Holdridge Park shelter. She described an even that would include 

performers of all kinds, interactive activities. She has a small planning committee. The 

event is scheduled for Aug. 30, 2 p.m. – 10 p.m. Discussion and questions followed.  

 

The council recommened reaching out to other groups such as the Lions Club and the 

Quality of Life.  

 

Kaitchuck asked for council permission for a flatbed trailer to be parked on the pavement 

by the park shelter. Also, for lighting and sound equipment to be used that she would 

provide. She stated she would stay compliant with the noise ordinance.  The council had 

no concerns with the trailer.    

 

Discussion & Consideration on Annexation Request from Gilmanton Township 
Brunn gave an overview to the council. Staff received one phone call with some 

questions. There were no written comments for the public record. Notices were sent as 

per the process. No public hearing is required. A motion is required to approve or reject 

the township’s request.  

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Deb, to adopt Resolution #2025-14 Approving 

Annexation Per OAA.  

 

Voit stated he felt this was a good direction for the city. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 



Brunn gave an overview of a property in the annexed area. The property owners just 

installed a new septic system. Staff recommends the city gives them time before requiring 

them to hook up to the city water/sewer. A note could be put in the property’s file that the 

owners would have until 2045 (same as the new lumberyard) to hook up to city’s 

water/sewer.  

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Swanson, to allow the residential property to the furtherest 

north with the recently installed septic system to be allowed until 2045 to hook up to the 

city sewer. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

2025 Northside Improvement Project – Lead Service Line Replacement 

Jarod Griffith, City Engineer, gave an overview and presented a Resolution #2025-14 

Applying to MN Public Facilities for Grant/Loan for approval. This would approve the 

application for PFA funding for the lead service project. Griffith stated the city was 

granted $1.7 million for the project with 40 properties eligible. The resolution requests 

$795,000 as part of the PFA packet application. 

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Swanson, to adopt Resolution #2025-14. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Griffith also asked for approval to start advertising for bids for replacing water services 

form the meter in the house to the curb stop in the right of way. Discussion and questions 

followed. 

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Swanson, to approve plan and specifications for the lead 

service proejct and authorize advertising for bids.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Griffith presented the construction services agreement from SEH for the 2025 Northside 

Project for approval.  

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Gondeck, to approve the construction services agreement 

with SEH.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

 

 

 



Department Reports 

Police Department 

Chief McMillin gave an overview of April stats. There were 354 calls in April. 

Equipment violations and accidents were up. There were 17 city ordinance violations – 

nuisance complaints such as expired tabs on vehicles. She is shifting focus to grass and 

mowing violations. The Bike Rodeo is scheduled for June 14 at Lions Park. Officer 

Pausch will cover prom for the high school. Officer Dana covered the carnival at the First 

Presbyterian Church. The old squad has been sold. McMillin thanked Public Works for 

taking off the graphics. New laptops were purchased for the squads. The last day of 

school for seniors is May 23 and is also Tractor Day. May 28-29 she will assist students 

crossing Hwy 23. No applicants applied for the job posting for the part-time officer 

position. Posting again and will leave open until June 16. Questions and discussion 

followed.  

 

Public Works and Fire Department 

Mark Pappenfus, Director of Public Works, directed the council to the proposal in their 

packets regarding a memorial bench requested by Ted Dingman’s family. Dingman 

serviced on both Foley’s police and fire departments. The family will cover all expenses 

for the permenant bench. Discussion and questions followed. No motion required. The 

council expressed support for the project and directed Pappenfus to proceed.  

 

Administrative 
Sarah Brunn, City Administrator, gave an overview to the council. Staff is working on 

the bonding process for the northside project. Staff is looking at the 15-20 year option as 

discussed. She stated the council will want to make a decision next month. The rough 

numbers show the 15-year financing the average net tax levy special assessment 4.85%. 

The 20-year interest rate is higher. Staff is looking at the longer term because of 

assessments. Looking for feedback from the council on how the debt is structured. 

Discussion and questions followed.  

 

Voit stated he wanted to make it affordable. The project has been pushed back for some 

time time. Don’t know what the future holds or the county project. He stated he would 

lean twoard the 20-year financing option. Swanson stated he would like to hear some 

community feedback. Voit encouraged all residents to reach out.  

 

Brunn reminded the council the budget meeting workshop is in August. The rate study 

will be ready befor ethe workshop.  

 

Old Business 

No old business. 

 

New Business 
Gondeck congratulated the community and thanked the school board for 78 kids 



completing the youth firearms instruction. Special thanks to Jesse Roehl for his help.  

Mark Pappenfus and Chris Haran, Adam Foss, and Chris Rudolph for their involvement 

and support of the first aid classes. 

 

Mathiowetz stated she thought Kindness Day with the kids was a great success. Twenty 

kids helped out at the nursing home. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seonded by Mathiowetz, to adjourn. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Meeting adjourned 6:41 p.m. 

 

 
________________________Sarah A. Brunn, Administrator  

(Minutes By:  Sara Judson Brown, Administrative Assistant) 


