
CITY OF FOLEY, MINNESOTA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING – June 3, 2025 

 

The Foley City Council held its regular meeting at 5:30 p.m. on June 3, 2025, at Foley City Hall. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Brandon Voit and Councilmembers Jeff Gondeck, Deb Mathiowetz, 

Gary Swanson, and Stephanie Lloyd.  

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Brandon Voit convened the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  

 

The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Mathiowetz, to approve the agenda. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Sarah Brunn, City Administrator, reminded the council the addition to the consent agenda will 

need to be approved.  

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Lloyd, to approve the addition of the support resolution added 

to the consent agenda. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Voit, to approve the consent agenda. 

 Approve minutes of May 6, 2025. 

 Accept resignation of Bryce Lind, part-time police officer.  

 Approve closure of downtown streets for Foley Fun Days. 

 Approve closure of 7th Avenue for Fun Days car show – June 17, 2025.   

 Approve law enforcement contract for Benton County Fair.   

 Approve seasonal pay rates.  

 Approve Resolution #2025-17 MN Housing Infrastructure Grant Application. 

 Approve payment of bills.   

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Mayor’s Comments and Open Forum 

No one spoke. 

 

Wastewater Regionalization Update 

Jared Voge, Bolton & Menk, gave an overview to the council regarding continued collaboration 

with St. Cloud during weekly meetings. Hoping to restart the system next week. Discussion and 

questions followed. 

 



Public Hearing – Liquor License Renewals 

Voit closed the regular meeting and opened the public hearing at 5:34 p.m. No one spoke for or 

against the liquor license renewals. 

 

Voit reconvened the regular meeting at 5:35 p.m. 

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Gondeck, to approve the liquor license renewals as listed in 

the agenda: 

 

 On Sale Liquor: Mr. Jim’s, Foley American Legion, and Stone Creek. 

 Sunday On Sale Liquor: Mr. Jim’s, Foley American Legion, and Stone Creek. 

 Off Sale Liquor: Coborn’s Liquor, Foley American Legion, and Super Spirits. 

 3.2 Off Sale – Coborn’s Inc., Little Dukes  

 Non-enclosed Premises On Sale Liquor: Foley American Legion, Stone Creek and Mr. 

Jim’s.  

 Temporary Liquor Licenses:   

o Foley Lion’s Club –to be used for Foley Fun Days, June 16-18, 2025.   

o St. John’s Church, 621 Dewey Street, to be used July 20, 2025. 

o Foley Chamber of Commerce, 329 Oak Drive, to be used for Oktoberfest on 

September 20, 2025.   

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Brunn thanked all the applicants for the timely submissal of their paperwork.  

 

Tobacco License Renewals 

Voit confirmed that a public hearing was not required for the tobacco license renewals. 

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Gondeck, to approve the tobacco licenses as listed in the 

agenda: 

 

 Brenny Oil  

 Casey’s Retail Co #1813 

 Coborn’s Liquor 

 Coborn’s Grocery Store 

 Dollar General  

 Little Dukes 

 Speedway  

 Super Spirits 

 Smokin’ Joe’s  

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Public Hearing – Dave Wiltgen Parking Variance & Addition 

Voit closed the regular meeting and opened the public hearing at 5:36 p.m. No one spoke for or 

against the matter. 



 

Voit reconvened the regular meeting at 5:36 p.m. 

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Mathiowetz, to approve Resolution #2025-16 Approving Site 

Plan and Parking Variance. 

 

Voit stated it was an exciting opportunity for a local business to expand. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Public Hearing – Monroe Addition Preliminary Plat 

Voit closed the regular meeting and opened the public hearing at at 5:37 p.m. No one spoke for 

or against the matter. Voit reconvened the regular meeting at 5:38 p.m. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Mathiowetz, to approve the preliminary plat with conditions 

recommended by planning and staff. 

 

Gondeck added that the Planning Commission reviewed the request and saw no issues. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Swanson, to approve the final plat with same conditions.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

2025 Northside Improvements – Lead Service Line Bid Results 

Brunn directed the council to their packets to the sheets with all the bids. 

 

Jared Griffith, City Engineer, gave an overview of the lead service project bids. A total of six 

bids were received ranging between $294,585.65 and $584,575.00. The low bid was submitted 

by Levanen Underground LLC from Kimball, MN, in the amount of $294,585.65. Discussion 

and questions followed. 

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Lloyd, to approve the low bid for the lead service line construction 

work. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Griffith asked the council to approve the LSL Construction Services Agreement with SEH. The 

cost will be covered by grant dollars. 

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Mathiowetz, to approve the LSL Construction Services Agreement 

with SEH. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 



2025 Northside Improvements Financing Plan – George Eilertson, Northland Securities 

George Eilertson, Northland Securities, gave an overview of the financing options for the 

Northside project. 15 and 20 year options were considered. The preliminary size of the bond will 

be $5,155,000. 40% of the project is the improvement. Water and sewer and storm sewer 

portions also have special assessments tied to it. Utility revenues will also help to pay back the 

debt. Interest rates are volatile. The sale is scheduled for July 8. Will work with staff next 

Monday on the assignment of the bond rating. The city has a good credit rating (AA-). The rate 

for the 20-year financing term is currently around 4.1%. Questions and discussion followed. 

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Gondeck, to approve the Municipal Advisor Agreement. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Swanson, to approve Resolution #2025-15 Calling for 2025 

Northside Bond Sale (20-year bonds). 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

EDA Report – Downtown Façade Grant Program Applications & Main Street Grant 

Program (EDA meeting held prior to council meeting) 
Gondeck presented the recommendation from the Economic Development Authority (EDA) to 

approve the one applicant for the Main Street Grant (Thorsten Holdings LLC – old bank 

building).  

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by voit, to approve the Main Street Grant applicant. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Gondeck presented the recommendation from the EDA to approve Thorsten Holdings LLC for 

$5,000 and the Central Minnesota Arts Board (CMBA) for $2,600 for the Downtown Façade 

Program. Gondeck stated the program will have more money committed to the program to fullfill 

the $5,000 request.  

 

Brunn explained that the council can award the grant and refund the program at a later date. 

Discussion and questions followed. Brunn said that the council can approve the entire amount 

and the program can be refunded during the next budget cycle.  

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Gondeck, to approve the two applications for the full $5,000 

amount each and make adjustments in the next budget cycle. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Department Reports 

 

City Attorney 

Adam Ripple, City Attorney, no updates for the council at this time, but happy to answer any 



questions. Gondeck asked about the wastewater situation. Ripple said the city would need to wait 

and see where things are on Tuesday. More discussion and questions followed. 

 

Police Department 

Chief Katie McMillin gave an overview to the council. The department responded to 473 calls in 

May. Suspicious activity was up. Ordinance enforcment was also up. Lots of tall grass. She 

reminded the council that No Mow May was not approved this spring. A lot of people still need 

to mow. A lot of properties also have items that need to be cleaned up. McMillin also clarified 

the system tracks attempts to bring in a warrant so the total of 6 warrants in the report may 

include attempts to apprehend. The department also helped students crossing Hwy 23 so they 

could go to the parks and to the library. There were also 25 data requests last month. Foley Fun 

Days are coming up. The Bike Rodeo is scheduled for June 14. Discussion and questions 

followed. 

 

City Engineer 
Jared Griffith gave a brief overview of the 2025 Northside project. Construction has started on 

test pits for boring underneath Hwy 23. The meeting with the neighborhood residents went well. 

Discussion and questions followed. Griffith said that as the project manager he will be on site 

every week. Taylor Rothfork is the project representative will be the point person for the 

residents and will be there every day. More information will be coming in the next newsletter 

mailed out to residents.  

 

Public Works and Fire Department 

Mark Pappenfus, Director of Public Works, gave a brief overview to the council. The pool is 

ready and will open tomorrow, June 4.  

 

Administration 
Sarah Brunn gave an overview to the council. The MIDCO franchise agreement is up for 

renewal. She asked if there was anything the council wanted her to discuss with MIDCO. 

Discussion and questions followed.  

 

Brunn stated that staff will be working with closely with the Benton Economic Partnership 

(BEP) on the process and review of the MIF and Revolving Loan applications. She wanted to 

make sure the council was okay with her using the attorney on the BEP side to try and make the 

administration easier. The council was in agreement.Voit asked if the other franchise agreements 

were done. Brunn confirmed that they were. 

 

Old Business 

Renee Kaitchuck addressed the council for the community event planned for Aug. 30 in 

Holdridge Park. She asked for permission to use entire greenspace of the park for vendors, 

artists, and performers. Discussion and questions followed regarding security, liability insurance, 

and concerns from Public Works. The council approved of the use of the park as long as the 

other concerns were addressed. 

 

Discussion on housing proposal and next steps. Brunn asked for direction for staff. Voit said that 

next steps would be following up on references and referrals, a meeting with the bank, and a 



more thorough understanding of the financial piece. Discussion and questions followed. Brunn 

said she would ask Blue Lofts for the market study, check into their background, and set up a 

financial meeting.  

 

New Business 

Mathiowetz asked the other council members what they were doing for Foley Fun Days. Lloyd 

suggested they all walk in the parade and shake hands with residents. The council agreed. 

Discussion and questions followed.  

 

Voit gave an overview of the Big Splash event at the pool tomorrow and encouraged everyone to 

attend.  

 

Gondeck said he was planning to have the letter box for the Foley 2100 project ready in another 

week to have in the library. Mathiowetz asked for posters to help advertise. 

 

Motion by Voit, seonded by Gondeck, to adjourn. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Meeting adjourned 6:47 p.m. 

 

 
________________________Sarah A. Brunn, Administrator  

(Minutes By:  Sara Judson Brown, Administrative Assistant) 


