
CITY OF FOLEY, MINNESOTA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING – July 8, 2025 

 

The Foley City Council held its regular meeting at 5:30 p.m. on July 8, 2025, at Foley City Hall. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Brandon Voit, Councilmembers Jeff Gondeck, Deb Mathiowetz, Gary 

Swanson, and Stephanie Lloyd.  

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Mayor Voit convened the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  

 

The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Mathiowetz, to approve the agenda. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Gondeck, to approve the consent agenda. 

 Approve minutes of June 17, 2025.  

 Approve sale of Dump Truck - Unit #8201, a 1982 Ford F-800 Dump Truck with a 14’ J-

Craft contractor dump – replaced earlier this year.   

 Adopt Resolution #2025-19 – Supporting Benton County HRA Bonds.  

 Approve Letter of Support for Hwy 23 Feasibility Study.   

 Approve hiring of Alexander Wiltgen & Cody Herbst as firefighters.   

 Approve hiring of Adrian Johnson and Mitchell Patrick for Part-time PD -contingent on 

background check AND add Kaelin Rainer to the hiring LIST  

 Approve payment of bills.   

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Mayor’s Comments and Open Forum 

Debra Olson, 600 Dewey Street, asked the council for an update on the city’s welcome signs. 

She also asked if the four-lane for Hwy 23 goes through then who would pay to move the city’s 

welcome signs. She also said residents in the Northside project area had asked her why they were 

expected to pay for their sewer lateral pipes even when an inspector had found them compliant 

for the I&I. 

 

Voit said that the welcome signs were making great progress. Timbers went up yesterday. He 

also said that the four-lane proposed by MN Dot for Hwy 23 is a long-term state project with no 

timeline for start or completion. The city will address moving the welcome signs if/when it 

becomes an issue with MN Dot. As far as resident concerns city staff can help answer questions. 

 

Rosalie Musachio, 150 Cottage Grove Avenue, asked why the city didn’t have a Minnesota state 

flag in the council chamber She offered to help fundraise to help purchase a flag. Voit thanked 

her for the observation and said he would ask staff to look into it. 



 

Wastewater Regionalization Project Update 

Jared Voge, Bolton & Menk, gave an overview to the council on the project and presented 

Payment Estimate #26 for $327,626.41 with recommendation for approval. The estimate 

includes work completed through June 27. Questions and discussion followed. Jared confirmed 

the pipe is flowing. Only a few small issues that are being worked out. The project is trending 

under budget. 

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Swanson, to approve Payment Estimate #26 for $327,626.41. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

2025 Northside Improvements Financing 

George Eilerston, Northland Securities, attended virtually by speaker phone to give an overview 

to the council regarding the bond sale results. The resolution approving the bond sale was 

approved at the June council meeting. Eilertson directed the council to their packet to review the 

highlights. The bonds are for a twenty-year term. The city has an existing AA- bond rating with 

several items of strength: continued maintenance of very high reserves; maintains 50% of 

operating expenditures and currently well above that; good financial policies and practices in 

place, including regular update CIP and a historical record of positive financial performance. 

Five bids were received this morning. Robert W. Bard was the low bid at 3.98%. The closure 

date is Aug. 6 for funds to hit the account. Final maturity of bond is 2046. Eilertson said he was 

very pleased with the sale results with interest rates less than 4%. 

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Gondeck, to approve Resolution #2025-18 Approving the 2025A 

Bond Sale.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Utility Rate Study Presentation 

Tammy Omdahl, Northland Public Finance, gave an overview of the rate study and financial 

management plan for utility funds. The study looked at the enterprise funds over the next decade. 

Omdahl said the report findings do not make any assumptions for future development or any 

potential new customers. Water rates would see larger increases. Proposed rates are based on 

potential future projects and revenue needs. The report also looked at a proposed tier rate plan 

with low, medium, and high users. She stressed with the council to only use the study as a guide 

for budgeting. Projections don’t include potential bonding only revenue sufficiency within 

objectives. It depends on what the city does in the budget. Discussion and questions followed. 

Omdahl also said the plan assumed the current rate structure. A tiered structure doesn’t produce 

more revenue and would require careful planning and communications so residents are not 

caught off guard once implemented. Discussion and questions continued. Omdahl stated that 

Foley’s current fee structure is similar to other cities of the same size. 

 

EDA Report – Downtown Façade Grant Program Application 

Gondeck gave an overview of the EDA meeting that took place before the council meeting. The 

EDA approved recommendation of the $5,000 grant request for Brewed Gems if the council 



agrees to fund the Façade program next year. The owner said he was willing to replace the door, 

window, and add an awning and sign and get reimbursed next year. Brunn stated that EDA 

approval was contingent on the council refilling the funds for 2026.  

 

Voit stated the program has been very successful and there have been lots of improvements 

downtown. Brunn shared that the program has helped spur over $120,000 in private investment 

with $47,000 funded by the city. Brunn said she would amend the grant agreement for Brewed 

Gems for reimbursement in 2026.  

 

Council expressed agreement to refund the program with further discussion during the budget 

workshop in August.  

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Lloyd, to approve the Façade Grant Program request for 

$5,000 for Brewed Gems.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Department Reports 

 

Police Department 

Chief Katie McMillin gave an overview of the June stat report. The department responded to 445 

calls in June which was up from last year. Equipment violations, driving without a valid license, 

welfare checks, and domestics were all up. There were also complaints of people parking for 

more than 48 hours in the city lot. Ordinance enforcement continues. McMillin explained there 

were several properties who were an ongoing problem for property violations. The next step 

would be move to prosecution. Brunn asked if the council was supportive of moving forward. 

Discussion and questions followed. Brunn reminded the council that the prosecution process can 

take time. 

 

Voit expressed a willingness to try to talk with the residents one more time personally before 

prosecution. Gondeck and Mathiowetz both had strong opinions that prosecution was overdue 

given the history of the properties. Voit said if his attempt to talk with the property owners didn’t 

work he would support moving toward prosecution. Council agreed. 

 

McMillin added that Foley Fun Days was successful with only a few minor calls. The Bike 

Rodeo had 135 kids and the event was well received. She thanked everyone who helped make 

the event a success.  

 

McMillin referenced the email she had sent out to the council earlier regarding the 2021 squad 

being down. The lifters and cam shaft need to be replaced with an estimate of $7,500 - $10,000. 

The squad is on the CIP for replacement in 2026. Discussion and questions followed regarding 

the timing on ordering the new squad. The council was reluctant to pay for the repair work since 

the 2021 squad is scheduled to be replaced within a few months. The ordering process for a new 

squad can take time. Council discussed using the spare squad in the meantime. McMillin agreed 

the spare can be used for now and she’ll bring options for a new squad to the August meeting.  

 



Voit thanked the Police Department for helping to make Foley Fun Days a success. He said it 

was great to see the officers interacting with the public, especially the kids. 

 

McMillin also thanked Public Works for loading the trailer full of bikes for the Bike Rodeo. It 

was a big help and much appreciated. 

 

City Engineer 
Jarod Griffith, City Engineer, updated the council on the Northside project and recommended 

approval of Pay Request #1 from Short Elliott Hendrickson for $311,185.42. The payment 

covers work through June 13. The contractor is starting underground work next week. 

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Gondeck, to approve Pay Request #1 for 311,185.42. 

 

Gondeck asked if with all the rain the project is behind schedule. Griffith said that the schedule 

has time built into it to help cover rain delays. He was confident the contractor would be able to 

catch up. Mathiowetz expressed concerns about parking within the project area as she personally 

was having difficulty and worried if she’d be able to access her driveway as the project moved 

forward. Griffith said that for most of the project she would have access in the morning and the 

end of the day for sure. For anyone who needs assistance, there are staff on site and the 

contractors are willing to help.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Griffith also said that the lead service pre-construction meeting was held earlier in the day and 

the contractor plans to start this week. They will work ahead of the Northside project contractor. 

There is very good communication between the two contractors.  

 

Public Works and Fire Department 

Mark Pappenfus, Director of Public Works, directed the council to their packet with a request 

from the Fire Department to purchase a side-by-side and trailer from the MN DNR. The 

department has talked about getting one for several years to assist with grass fires and rural 

rescues or missing person situations. The equipment purchase would be reimbursed from the Fire 

Relief Association. Estimate is $6,450 for the SXS and trailer. City would be responsible for 

insurance costs.  There was also discussion on if there’s enough space in the fire hall.  Additional 

discussion and questions followed.  

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Gondeck, to approve purchase of the SXS and trailer for $6,450 

with reimbursement from the Fire Relief Fund.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Pappenfus added that the new tanker truck for the Fire Department is expected in two weeks and 

the department is also still working on purchasing a J5. Voit and Gondeck thanked Public Works 

for their quick cleanup after the Fun Days parade. Voit also said he was very glad the wastewater 

pipe is up and running again.  

 



Administration 
Sarah Brunn, City Administrator, presented a proposal from Conlin Construction to add another 

office at City Hall. She explained this is a scaled down project from the larger proposal from two 

years ago. The project is in the CIP with funding already allocated. Questions and discussion 

followed. Brunn said the scaled down version would be sufficient to meet staff needs at this time.  

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Gondeck, to approve the renovation to City Hall offices.  

 

Motion carried unanimous.  

 

Brunn added that insurance appraisals for city property are up significantly this year which will 

affect the budget.    

 

Old Business 

Brunn asked the council for feedback on the Blue Loft proposal for the southside development. 

The proposal is scaled down from the initial presentation. She reminded the council that BL 

originally asked for the city to pay for a market study and the council had said no and requested 

they used the existing market study the city already had. The new proposal is now for 306 units. 

BL is willing to sit down and discuss financing. The city attorney still has questions and 

concerns. Discussion and questions followed.  

 

Brunn asked if the council still has reservations and if they wanted to reject the BL proposal and 

have staff research the possibility of what it would take for the city to build their own 

infrastructure to the development area. More questions and discussion followed. The council 

agreed to reject BL’s proposal stating it was not right for the community. Council directed staff 

to see how much infrastructure could be built with the resources already available. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Mathiowetz, to reject Blue Lofts development proposal.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

New Business 

No new business. 

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Lloyd, to adjourn. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Meeting adjourned 7:06 p.m. 

 



Council decided to postpone the workshop on the 2026 Budget Schedule and will proceed with 

already planned workshop scheduled in August.  

 
________________________Sarah A. Brunn, Administrator  

(Minutes By:  Sara Judson Brown, Administrative Assistant) 


