
CITY OF FOLEY, MINNESOTA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING – August 5, 2025 

 

The Foley City Council held its regular meeting at 5:30 p.m. on August 5, 2025, at Foley City 

Hall. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Brandon Voit, Councilmembers Jeff Gondeck, Gary Swanson, and 

Stephanie Lloyd.  

 

Members Absent: Deb Mathiowetz 

 

Mayor Voit convened the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  

 

The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Swanson, to approve the agenda. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Lloyd, to approve the consent agenda. 

 Approve minutes of July 8, 2025.  

 Approve to NOT waive monetary limits on municipal tort liability established by Minn. 

Stat. 466.04. 

 Adopt Resolution #2025-20 Accepting Fire Dept. Donation. 

 Approve hiring of firefighter Daniel Sapp.   

 Approve payment of bills.   

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Mayor’s Comments and Open Forum 

Kim Latterell, 511 Broadway Avenue N, had several questions for the City Engineer, Jarod 

Griffith, regarding the northside project including dust control. Griffith stated that to his 

knowledge the dust hadn’t been a problem since it hadn’t been mentioned during the weekly 

project meetings but he would look into it. 

 

Lavonne Fones, 131 1st Avenue W, expressed concern about the color of the water. Griffith and 

Mark Pappenfus, Director of Public Works, said they would look into it.  

 

Foley Wastewater Regionalization Project Update 

Pappenfus gave a brief overview. Everything continues to work well since the June 11 restart. 

Public Works is getting assistance on other issues and going through the punch lists. There’s still 

work needed on the air release valves. System has been running 24/7 to get caught up. Might 

slow the system down next week to see how it does. Questions and discussion followed. 

 

 



Department Reports 

 

Police Department 

Chief Katie McMillin gave an overview for the July stat report. The department responded to 

421 calls. Speeding, medical, and welfare checks are up. City ordinance violations are trending 

down. Disturbing the peace was up – 3 calls in a 6-hour period. Officers completed 4.25 TZD 

hours. Aug. 27 is the school open house so there will be increased traffic on Penn Street. Sept. 2 

is the first day of school. Discussion and questions followed.  

 

McMillin directed the council to the memo in their packet with information on replacing the 

2021 squad. There are two quotes from Murphy Chevrolet on fixing the 2021 squad. It’s up to 

the council what they’d like to do. Discussion and questions followed. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Voit, to give permission to order the Dodge Durango to 

replace the 2021 squad.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Discussion continued on what to do with the 2021 squad. Sarah Brunn, City Administrator, said 

that eventually the council would need a motion to dispose of the old squad. 

 

City Engineer 
Jarod Griffith gave an update on the Northside Improvement project. The contractor has 

completed the sanitary sewer crossing the highway. They will wrap up phase one on the week of 

the 11th. Subcontractors will be in for road building with curb the week of 18th. Crews will start 

removal on Broadway the week of Aug. 2. The lead service contractor will address the private 

sanitary work. Question and discussion followed. Griffith expects that crews will meet the 

completion date. They’ve been working overtime on Saturday to meet goals. Pappenfus stated 

crews are working 60 – 70 hours a week.  

 

Griffith presented Payout #2 for $941,473.00 for the northside street project and asked the 

council for approval.  

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Lloyd, to approve Payout #2 for $941,473.00 for the northside 

street project. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Griffith gave an overview of the lead service project. As of Friday, 18 water services have been 

replaced with 14 completed inside the house. Some residents are still on temporary water. The 

plan is to be wrapped up with 4th Avenue by the end of this week and then move on to 

Broadway. Questions and discussion followed. 

 

Griffith presented Payout #1 for $47,939.37 for the Lead Water Service Line Replacement 

project and asked for council approval. 

 



Motion by Voit, seconded by Swanson, to approve Payout #1 for $47,939.37 for the Lead Water 

Service Line Replacement project. 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

The discussion pivoted to the southside housing project. Griffith gave an overview of two 

concepts that were put together from discussions with staff. Option 1 shows 17 lots on the west 

side and a trunk segment extending to that first access point for a total cost of $1.3 million for 

that part of the project. Option 2 is on the east side extending trunk to the 2nd entrance for 17 lots. 

Staff is leaning toward the west phase option. Staff is looking for direction from the council.  

 

Brunn added that the city has $675,000 from Benton County to allocate to the housing for 

infrastructure. The gap could be filled using other cash on hand. Some sewer funds not used for 

the wastewater project could also be available. Currently in discussion with a local developer 

who has expressed interest in purchasing the lots and estimates 6-10 builds a year. The 

development would be similar to Golf Court homes. Discussion and questions followed. Council 

expressed interest in moving forward. Griffith said he would bring an agreement forward for 

review at a future council meeting.  

 

Public Works and Fire Department 

 

Pappenfus gave a brief overview. Public Works is busy with the northside project regular 

maintenance. The Fire Department currently has 23 members on the roster.  

 

Administration 

Brunn gave an overview on the options for paid family leave through a private plan. The plan 

would be administered through Colonial Life. Would be a little lower than the state plan. Staff 

still needs to work through how to implement with existing sick leave policy. Benton County 

decided to go with the state plan. Staff believes that a private administrator would give better 

response time and customer service than the state but there are a lot of unknowns with this new 

rollout.  Discussion and questions followed. Council is comfortable moving forward with the 

recommendation from the staff.  There is an option to go back to the state in the future if the 

private plan doesn’t work out.   

 

Old Business 
Gondeck stated the properties that were in violation of city ordinances are getting better. Brunn 

added that the city attorney has the information needed to move forward.  

 

New Business 
The county broke ground on the new building.  

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Lloyd, to adjourn. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Meeting adjourned 6:19 p.m. 

 



Workshop 
The council stayed to discuss issues with the welcome sign. 

 

Brunn gave an overview explaining some of the issues with the metal sign have been worked 

out. The question that needs discussion is the artist submitted an invoice. Staff can cut the check 

for less than the requested amount to make sure things get done. $6,500 is still owed to Hageman 

Homes. She asked the council if they were comforable with releasing the funds. Discussion and 

questions followed.  

 

Gondeck said he was apprehensive because of how the project has gone. Stated he thought the 

project should have gone smoother than it has, especially with the sign on the east side of town. 

 

More discussion and questions with the artist explaining why the project hasn’t gone as 

expected. Council directed staff to pay $2,000 directly to Hageman homes and then the second 

payment to the artist. There will still be funds remaining to ensure completion.  

 

Brunn handed out the draft budget to the council. She explained there are a couple options for the 

water rates. Water revenue is sluggish this year because of the weather. Brunn also explained the 

Midco franchise ageement needs to be adjusted. The FCC changed the rules so providers are 

only required to pay 5% in funds or free services. Fees are earning about $6,000 a year. Will 

need to discuss what to keep and what to get rid of. Discussion and questions followed. Council 

agreed to remove all free except for our own.  

 

Voit asked what the future plans are for the property on the corner of Hwy 23 and 25. Brunn 

explained it is a legal non-conforming property. The city can limit expansion. She recommended 

the city send a letter and have a discussion with the property owner. She also said that when 

utilities are added it might make the property owner want to sell.  

 

The discussion turned to the theater and what the city could possibly do or redevelopment or a 

municipal theater. Discussion and questions followed.  

 

Discussion turned to vacant buildings and the possibility of a city ordinance that would require 

property owners register their vacant properties. Brunn stated that with more residential and 

commercial properties empty an ordinance might help encourage people to either improve their 

vacant properties and/or sell them instead of sitting on them. The ordinance would also include a 

yearly inspection that would help address problems before they became critical. Discussion and 

questions followed. The council showed interest in seeing more information and directed staff to 

research ordinances in other cities.  

 

 
________________________Sarah A. Brunn, Administrator  

(Minutes By:  Sara Judson Brown, Administrative Assistant) 


