
CITY OF FOLEY, MINNESOTA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING – September 2, 2025 

 

The Foley City Council held its regular meeting at 5:30 p.m. on September 2, 2025, at Foley City 

Hall. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Brandon Voit, Councilmembers Jeff Gondeck, Deb Mathiowetz, Gary 

Swanson, and Stephanie Lloyd.  

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Mayor Voit convened the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  

 

The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Swanson, to approve the agenda. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Lloyd, to approve the consent agenda. 

 Approve minutes of August 5, 2025.  

 Approve minutes of August 19, 2025. 

 Approve sale of 2021 Chevy Tahoe at Mid-State Auto Action. 

 Approve fence placement on property line @ 249 Balsam Drive.  

 Adopt Resolution #2025-21 Re-approving Orderly Annexation (Kotsmith) to make legal 

description correction.  

 Adopt Resolution #2025-22 Re-approving Orderly Annexation (Hwy 23-25) to make 

legal description correction.    

 Approve payment of bills.   

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Mayor’s Comments & Open Forum 

Debra Olson, 600 Dewey Street, addressed the council regarding the weekly project meetings 

mentioned in the City Engineer’s emails. She said that not everyone is aware of the weekly 

meetings and residents would like to attend to be able to bring up concerns. Olson also 

mentioned that some residents in the project said their survey markers had been dug up and 

removed. She asked if the properties would be resurveyed with the markers put back. Olson also 

stated that good money management says that the city should pay down its debts first and extra 

funds should be used to pay down the debt. Sewer funds not used for the wastewater project 

shouldn’t be used for the southside project. They could be set aside for the water treatment 

facility.  

 

Grant and Briann Mumm, 249 Balsam Drive, had signed up to speak during Mayor’s Comments, 

but Sarah Brunn shared that their request for the fence placement was approved in the consent 

agenda. The Mumms thanked the council and did not speak at the podium. 



Coalition of Greater MN Cities Legislative Report 
Darrin Lee, Coalition of Greater MN Cities, gave an overview to the council for the past year 

and what’s upcoming into the next session. The Coalition currently serves over 120 cities outside 

of the metro area. He reminded the council of some upcoming Coalition events. Lee stated the 

legislative session was unique with a tie in the house. The session was full of drama with no 

agreement on how to share power. As it was a budget year (every two years) it was hoped a 

bonding bill would pass. They didn’t pass one last year. The state is looking at a $6 billion deficit 

in 2028-2029. Cuts were proposed that were unexpected. Contacting legislators has helped in 

regards to the proposed cuts. If there are larger deficits going forward, the cuts could come up 

again. There hasn’t been a bonding bill passed since 2023. The league advocated for cities with 

local projects. The governor could call a special session on gun control. A special election is also 

expected to fill a seat due to the assassination. The governor is expected to announce a decision 

on possibly running for re-election this week. Fall events are coming up including Legislative 

Action Day. Questions and discussion followed.  

 

Wastewater Regionalization Project Update 

Mark Pappenfus, Director of Public Works, gave an overview. The system continues to operate. 

Currently, on high flow. Contractors are working on the punch list. All is going well. 

 

Department Reports 

 

Police Department 

Chief Katie McMillin gave an overview of the August stat report. The department received 474 

calls in August. Speeding is up also people driving with a revoked or suspended license. Medical 

calls and welfare checks are down. Thefts are up which is a reminder to everyone to make sure to 

lock things up and take valuables out of your car. The first day of school is today. All went 

smoothly – no complaints.  

 

Discussion turned to traffic flow around the project now that school is open. Traffic is flowing 

fine. 

 

City Engineer 

Jarod Griffith gave an overview to the council and brought three action items. He presented Pay 

Request #3 from Kuechle Underground Inc. for $212,451.82 for the 2025 Northside Project and 

asked for council approval. This payment represents work completed up through Aug. 9.  

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Gondeck, to approve Pay Request #3 for $212,451.82. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Griffith also updated the council on the Northside project. The contractor is finishing water north 

of 4th Avenue and is starting new curb and concrete items. Voit asked about the weekly meetings 

mentioned during the Mayor’s Comments and Open Forum. Griffith explained those meetings 

are for staff items for the contractors. Residents are given updates electronically. He encouraged 

residents to call Chris Anderson in the field with questions or concerns. That is the fastest way to 



get answers rather than wait till the Friday meeting. Brunn added that residents can get printed 

copies of updates if they come to City Hall. More questions and discussion followed.  

 

Griffith presented change order #1 from Levanen Underground LLC for the lead service line 

replacement for $1,590.00. It includes curb stoppage investigations to identify what we have 

between the house and the right-of-way. He recommended approval of the change order to the 

council.  

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Mathiowetz, to approve the change order.  

 

Griffith also presented Pay Request #2 from SEH for work up through Aug. 9 for $100,037.85 

represents 53% completion of the total project.  

 

Motion by Mathiowetz, seconded by Swanson, to approve Pay Request #2 for $100,037.85. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Mathiowetz added that the lead service crew has been very conscientious and she appreciated the 

rapid response to issues.  

 

Public Works and Fire Department 

Mark Pappenfus, Director of Public Works, directed the council to their packet. A bad section of 

main sewer line on Cottage Grove needs to be lined. Was not replaced in 2000 when the road 

was reconstructed due to resident concerns about cost. It’s had many issues and attempted fixes. 

Asking the council to approve with money from the CIP. Two quotes are in the packet. 

Pappenfus recommended approval of the quote from Visu-Sewer in the amount of $35,742.50. 

This was budgeted in the 2025 Sewer Fund CIP. Discussion and questions followed.  

 

Motion by Swanson, seconded by Gondeck, to approve the quote from Visu-Sewer for 

$35,742.50. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Pappenfus also asked the council for approval on a quote for a third gateway for the new auto 

read system for the water/sewer meters. This will guarantee coverage as well as future growth.  

 

Sarah Brunn, City Administrator, added that staff wants to make sure when the system goes live 

staff has the capabilities to pull the reads in easily. If it doesn’t connect, Public Works will still 

need to gather reads manually. Good coverage is important. The reads can be pulled in real time.  

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Gondeck, to approve the quote to purchase the third gateway for 

for the auto read system. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 



Pappenfus shared with the council the Fire Department’s Open House is scheduled for Oct. 4. 

The crew is building a kitchen fire prop trailer. No cost to the city. We’re hoping to have it done 

in time for the open house. Discussion and questions followed. 

 

Administration  

Brunn presented the new resolution to extend the Midco Franchise agreement with the minor 

changes as directed. The agreement mets FCC rules and Midco has agreed to it. The city attorney 

has reviewed it and staff also checked with insurance. Staff recommends approval. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Swanson, to approve Resolution #2025-24 Extending Midco 

Franchise Agreement. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Brunn also presented for council approval the Southside Housing Design Engineering Proposal. 

Based on the estimate from the engineer we are looking at $1.32 million for construction (not 

including design engineering) The city has $675,000 in ARPA funds from the county. The city 

used the remaining ARPA funds for pipe. Brunn recommended using trunk fees from Odam and 

the county to pay for the city’s share of costs. Staff recommends using water/sewer funds for 

additional. There is also an expendable trust. The city would also hope to receive revenue from 

lot sales up to $800,000. Discussion and questions followed. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Lloyd, to authorize the housing design Engineering Proposal.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Brunn added that Ted Dingman’s family dropped off a picture of the bench that will be installed 

in front of City Hall. The family also passed along their thanks to the council.  

 

Brunn also added that the insurance renewal asked for a higher deductible that would save the 

city about $8,000 - $10,000. The insurance comes due in September. Discussion and questions 

followed.  

 

Old Business 

Voit asked where staff was with additional security or managing access on the compost with 

cards and the electronic gate? Pappenfus said that Public Works and the Police Department work 

together to open and close the gate. He added it was on the list this year but was pushed. There is 

still no electric or WiFi is available yet to take the next step. More to come on that.  

 

Gondeck asked about the welcome signs. Voit shared they should be completed in about three 

weeks.  

 

Discussion and questions followed.  

 

2026 Budget Update/Discussion 

Brunn shared that the preliminary levy is currently at 8.98%. She reminded the council that once 



it’s accepted it can’t be raised, but could be lowered prior to the final approval at the December 

meeting. This is the number that will be sent to residents as their estimate. Brunn asked for a 

motion. 

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Gondeck, to approve Resolution 2025-23 Proposed Tax Levy 

2026.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

  

Motion by Voit, seconded by Lloyd, to adjourn. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Meeting adjourned 6:35 p.m. 

 

 

 
________________________Sarah A. Brunn, Administrator  

(Minutes By:  Sara Judson Brown, Administrative Assistant) 


