
CITY OF FOLEY, MINNESOTA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING – October 7, 2025 

 

The Foley City Council held its regular meeting at 5:30 p.m. on October 7, 2025, at Foley City 

Hall. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Brandon Voit, Councilmembers Jeff Gondeck, Deb Mathiowetz, Gary 

Swanson, and Stephanie Lloyd.  

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Mayor Voit convened the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  

 

The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Swanson, to approve the agenda. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Mathiowetz, to approve the consent agenda. 

 Approve minutes of September 2, 2025.  

 Adopt Resolution #2025-25 Accepting Fire Dept. Donation. 

 Re-approve Resolution #2025-22 Re-approving annexation of Hwy property.   

o Only change is updated exhibit (letters) to township and property owners.   

 Approve payment of bills.   

 

Motion carried, unanimous. 

 

Mayor’s Comments and Open Forum 

Debra Olson, 600 Dewey Street, asked a question about the bills list regarding the legal fees for 

the Northside Improvements. She wanted to know if the cost had been absorbed into the funding. 

She also asked several questions about the 2026 lead service project listed on the agenda.  

 

Kim Latterell, 511 Broadway Avenue N, expressed irritation that the Northside project area work 

(turf restoration) planned for the week of Aug. 26 didn’t happen.  

 

Thelma Otto, 441 4th Avenue N, spoke to the council regarding the letter she sent requesting that 

her assessment for the lateral pipe replacement in her yard be reduced. She had hired a private 

contractor to replace her lateral pipe. She said the city told her where they thought her private 

pipe was, but when it was found it was actually an old pipe and not the active pipe. She had to 

pay her contractor for additional work to find and replace the active pipe. Discussion and 

questions followed. 

 

Jarod Griffith, City Engineer, explained that based on the information the city had regarding the 

private sewer line staff gave their best guess as to which pipe had the active sewer line. If the city 

had done the work beginning at the street, crews would have discovered the dual pipe faster. 



 

Sarah Brunn, City Administrator, stated that the pipe is considered a private line. The city 

doesn’t have the obligation to keep track of private service lines. The active sewer pipe was not 

in the property file. The city attorney is strongly advising that the city not waive the assessment. 

Waving assessments for private side work could set a precedence that is unfair to other payers. 

More discussion and questions followed.  

 

Griffith added that when city crews come across a property with more than one sanitary service a 

dye test is done to find the active service. In this case, since the resident chose to do their own 

work rather than use the city’s hired contractor it required the private contractor to dig to find it, 

where they found the inactive pipe.  The new private services are being documented. 

 

Kathy Brenny, 520 4th Avenue N, addressed the council stating that prior to the current road 

project she had access to her lawn from the alley, but now there’s a drop off in the alley that 

takes access away. She spoke to city staff and agrees to the solution, but doesn’t want to have to 

pay to make the changes since she had access prior to the project beginning. Discussion and 

questions followed.  

 

Public Hearing – Casey’s Tobacco Violation 

Voit closed the regular meeting at 6:07 p.m. and opened the public hearing Casey’s tobacco 

violation.  

 

No one spoke. 

 

Voit closed the public hearing and reopened the regular meeting at 6:08 p.m. 

 

Chief Katie McMillin gave an overview to the council. Casey’s violation occurred during the 

yearly tobacco check. She advised Casey’s corporate and was told they planned to be at the 

meeting tonight. They were not. She has received a check for $600 from Casey’s which is per 

state statute the amount of the fine for the violation. It has been 36 months since the last 

violation. She asked if the council if they required anything else. The individual who sold was 

also fined. If Casey’s has a violation again next year, the council could vote to pull their tobacco 

license. Discussion and questions followed.  

 

Foley Fire Relief – Bryan Moshier 

Bryan Moshier, Foley Fire Relief Treasurer, gave an overview of his yearly report. Fire state aid 

is up. Currently a surplus. Moshier explained when that number goes up they typically ask for an 

increase to retirements. The unofficial agreement with the city has been that they always leave 

the number for market fluctuations. He asked the council for a $900 a year increase for 

retirement. Discussion and questions followed.  

 

Moshier explained that if council approves he will take back to the membership to vote on. It 

would become active on Jan. 1. Brunn explained the role of the city backing any shortfalls in the 

pension.  She also indicated that the retirement benefits are a part of the overall compensation to 

recruit and retain firefighters and Foley provides an above average benefit level compared to the 

other state departments.  Brunn asked the council for a motion to accept the yearly report.  



 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Lloyd, to accept the Foley Fire Relief yearly report.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

More questions and discussion followed.  

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Mathiowetz, to approve the increase to begin Jan. 1 2026. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Department Reports 
 

Police Department 
Chief Katie McMillin gave an overview of the September stat report. The department responded 

to 386 calls. Thefts, suspicious activity, and child calls (school in session), were all up. Animal 

complaints are going down. There was the Big Truck Night event in September. Halloween 

safety is coming up. Officers will also have training. The two new hires are already on the road. 

The other is finishing up their background check, physical/psychiatric exams, and fire arms 

training. She reminded the council the winter parking ordinance will begin on Nov. 1. Officers 

will put out reminder notes on cars. The department and Benton County were selected for a post 

board audit. She is working on gathering documentation. Every five years cities are random 

selected for an audit. Discussion and questions followed.  

 

City Engineer 
Jarod Griffith, City Engineer, gave an overview of the lead service project and asked for 

approval of Pay Application #3 to Levanen Underground for $42,904.38. The work includes 34 

services that were completed.  

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Swanson, to approve Pay Application #3 to Levanen 

Underground for $42,904.38. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Griffith also presented Pay Application #4 for the 2025 Northside Street Project to Kuechle 

Underground for $1,658,456,62.  

 

Griffith added that the access issue that Kathy Brenny mentioned can be addressed in the 

upcoming days. 

 

Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Lloyd, to approve Pay Application #4 to Kuechle 

Underground for $1,658,456,62. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 



Griffith presented Resolution 2025-26 Declaring Cost to be assessed and Ordering Preparation of 

Proposed Assessment.  

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Gondeck to approve Resolution 2025-26.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Griffith presented Resolution 2025-27 Hearing on 2025 Northside Improvements Assessments. 

Approval will call for a public hearing for final assessment at the November council meeting.  

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Gondeck, to approve Resolution 2025-27 for the public hearing.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Griffith asked for discussion on the 2026 lead service project and approval of the design and 

bidding services agreement. The project would include 42 services roughly half of the remaining 

services in town. Same procedure as before with inspections. Cost would be covered by grants. 

 

Motion by Voit, seconded by Lloyd, to approve engineering agreement.  

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Griffith answered the question from Deb Olson from the open forum. The website will be 

updated shortly to show the location of the properties.  

 

Public Works and Fire Departments 

Mark Pappenfus, Director of Public Works, gave an overview to the council. No wastewater 

issues. The system continues to operate just fine. Continuing to work with the contractor as 

punch list items are addressed. Plan to be done with punch list this fall. Questions and discussion 

followed.  

 

Pappenfus also shared that the Fire Department’s open house on Saturday went very well. 

Biggest crowd to date. Department received a FEMA grant for $30,000. The main engine will 

get all new hoses and nozzles.  

 

Administration  

Brunn gave an overview to the council on the 2026 council meeting schedule. The schedule had 

to be adjusted due to precinct caucuses. Brunn addressed the question from Olson regarding the 

legal fees for the Northside Project on the bills list. TAFT is the bonding attorney and is included 

in the bond documents the council approved earlier. The council will see another bill coming 

through because they are doing a note for the lead service line grant through the state.  

 

Brunn also directed the council to the downtown façade revised application in their packet. The 

project was downgraded from the original request.  

 



Motion by Gondeck, seconded by Mathiowetz, to approve the revised downtown façade 

application. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Brunn also shared that staff is waiting to hear back from the software company on the possibility 

of emailing water/sewer bills. It will require the city to change over from the current payment 

processor. Staff is working on implementation.  

 

Brunn also updated the council on the preliminary insurance information. It’s roughly a 12% 

increase in rates, in addition to age banding costs but staff is looking into some deductible 

options that need to be taken back to the employees. The city is being forced to increased 

deductibles due to the ACA.  

 

Brunn also said that the two Council Conversations are scheduled and are being communicated.  

 

Old Business 

Brunn presented a review of levy increases from other cities for comparison. Discussion and 

questions followed. Brunn reminded the council that tax statements will go out this fall with the 

public hearing in December for the adoption of the final levy.  

 

New Business 

No new business.  

 

Motion by Lloyd, seconded by Gondeck, to adjourn. 

 

Motion carried, unanimous.  

 

Meeting adjourned 7:08 p.m. 

 

 
________________________Sarah A. Brunn, Administrator  

(Minutes By:  Sara Judson Brown, Administrative Assistant) 


