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Planning Commission ~AGENDA
February 12,2024 - 6:30 P.M.
Foley City Hall

1. Approve the agenda.

2. Approve the Planning Commission Minutes.
e November 13, 2023

3. Welcome new member Candice Kantor (replacing Noel Lewandowski)
4. Election of Officers - keep the same but find a new Vice-Chair?
e (Chair - Bill Bronder

e Vice-Chair -
e Secretary - Sarah Brunn, City Administrator

5. City Council Update

6. Continue discussion and consideration of zoning ordinance amendments.
e Residential lot sizes/heights/floor-area
e Accessory Dwelling Units
e Shipping containers

7. Other Business

8. Next Meeting Date

9. Adjourn

Current Planning Members:
Bill Bronder, Candice Kantor, Jeff Gondeck, Rosalie Musachio, Deb Mathiowetz, Jonathan Brenny






Planning Commission Minutes
November 13, 2023 - 6:30 pm
Foley City Hall

Members Present: Jeff Gondeck, Bill Bronder, Noel Lewandowski, Rosalie Musachio, Deb Mathiowetz, Jonathan Brenny
Members Absent: None

Bronder called the Meeting to order @ 6:30 p.m.

Motion by Musachio seconded by Mathiowetz to approve the agenda. Motion carried.

Motion by Gondeck seconded by Musachio to approve the minutes from November 12, 2022. Motion carried.

Election of Officers

Chair - Bill Bronder {Gondeck, Lewandowski — all in favor).

Vice — Chair — Rosalie Musachio (Gondeck, Mathiowetz — all in favor).

Secretary —Sarah Brunn (Musachio, Gondeck — all in favor).

Member Gondeck provided an update of City Council activities.

Discussion and consideration of zoning ordinance amendments

Brunn presented a number of suggested zoning amendments related to the sign ordinance, lot sizes and setbacks. There
was considerable discussion on how to treat new vs. existing lots (which are usually smaller). There was also discussion
on if separate rules or code should be created for new and existing. There was also discussion on the current conditions
of existing properties and the state law for legal nonconforming structures.

The commission discussed some amendments which will be brought back at a future meeting.

The commission also discussed accessory dwelling units and thought they could be further explored. Members liked the
guidelines sample from the city of St. Louis Park. Additional language will be brought back.

The commission also discussed shipping containers and would prefer not to see them being used in residential areas but
were open to consideration within commercial or industrial districts.

Other Business

Brunn provided summary information of the housing study. The commission discussed what can be done to spur
development and had a general discussion on trying different things to get housing units built.

The general questions of the meeting were what’s the middle ground in providing flexibility in zoning restrictions but still
maintaining the integrity and look of our existing city? Do we have too many restrictions in place and what do we need
to do to attract development?

Next meeting is December 11, 2023 - if needed.

Motion to adjourn the meeting by Gondeck seconded by Musachio. Motion carried, unanimously.

Submitted by: Sarah Brunn, City Administrator






Section 13 - R-1 (NEW LOTS ONLY)
Subdivision 5: LOT, YARD, AREA AND HEIGHT REQUIREMENTS

1. Lot Area.

A. Single Family Dwelling. Lot area for lots with a
single-family dwelling must be at least 8,000
square feet. ~reduced from 10,000

B. Two-family Dwelling. Lot area for lots with a
two-family dwelling must be at least 11,000
square feet. ~ reduced from 12,000

C. All lots must comply with floor-area ratio
requirements.

24 Lot Width. Lot width must be at least eighty (80) feet at the
established building line.

3. Lot Depth. Lot depth must be at least one hundred (100) feet.
~lowered from 125 feet

1.Setbacks.

A.  Front Yard Setback. The front yard setback for
all structures must be at least thirty (30) feet.

B. Side Yard Setback.

1. Single and Two Family Structures. The
side yard setback must be at least five (5)
feet, except that the side yard setback on
corner lots must be at least thirty (30) feet.

2. Multi-family and Other Uses. Multi-family
and other uses, if approved, must have a
side yard setback of at least ten (10) feet.

3.  Accessory Buildings. Accessory Buildings
must have a side yard setback of at least
five (5) feet.




C. Rear Yard Setback.

1. Principal Structures. Principal structures
must have a rear yard setback of at least
thirty five (35) feet.

2.  Accessory Buildings. Accessory Buildings
must have a rear yard setback of at least
five (5) feet.

3. Garages Facing Rear Lot Line. Garages
with vehicle entrances facing the rear lot
line must have a rear yard setback of at
least twenty (20) feet.

D. Existing Lots. Notwithstanding anything in this
Section apparently to the contrary, for Lots
platted before this Ordinance’s effective date,
the setbacks will be as follows:

1. Front Yard = 20 feet
2. Side Yard 5 feet

o Building Height.

A. Single and Two Family Dwellings. Single-family
and two-family dwellings may not exceed thirty
five (35) feet in height.

B. Other Principal Buildings. Principal buildings
other than single and two family dwellings may
not exceed forty (40) in height.

C. Accessory Buildings. Accessory Buildings may
not exceed eighteen (18-25) feet in height
(depending on lot size). (This is to match other
references related to accessory buildings.)

3. Floor-area-ratio. The floor-area-ratio for single and two
family dwellings may not exceed .30, which means not




more than 30% of the lot area may be used for floor areas
of all buildings on the lot. The floor-area-ratio for all other
uses may not exceed .40, which means not more than 40%
of the lot area may be used for floor areas of all buildings
on the lot.

Green Space. For buildings containing three (3) or more
dwelling units there must be a minimum of three hundred
(300) square feet of contiguous and useable green space
per dwelling unit. Setback areas may not be counted
toward the required green space.

Exterior Finish. Corrugated sheet metal siding shall not be
permitted.

Section 14 - R-2
Subdivision 5: LOT, YARD, AREA AND HEIGHT REQUIREMENTS

2.

Lot Area.

A. Single Family Dwelling. Lot area for lots with a
single-family dwelling must be at least 8,000
square feet. ~reduced from 10,000

B. Two-family Dwelling. Lot area for lots with a
two-family dwelling must be at least 11,000
square feet. ~ reduced from 12,000

C. Three-family Dwelling or more. Lot area for lots
with a three-family Dwelling or more must be at
least 15,000 square feet for the first 3 units and
an additional 1,200 (reduced from 1,500) square
feet for each unit after 3. Keep in mind these
are often multiple story buildings and parking
requirements will also affect lot size.

D. All lots must comply with floor-area ratio
requirements.



4.

Lot Width. Lot width must be at least eighty (80) feet at
the established building line.

Lot Depth. Lot depth must be at least one hundred (100)
feet. ~decrease from 125 feet

Setbacks.

A.

Front Yard Setback. The front yard setback for

all structures must be at least thirty (30) feet.

Side Yard Setback.

1.

Single and Two Family Structures. The

side yard setback must be at least five (5)
feet, except that the side yard setback on
corner lots must be at least thirty (30) feet.

Multi-family and Other Uses. Multi-family

and other uses, if approved, must have a
side yard setback of at least ten (10) feet.

Accessory Buildings. Accessory Buildings
must have a side yard setback of at least
five (5) feet.

Rear Yard Setback.

1.

Principal Structures. Principal structures
must have a rear yard setback of at least
thirty five (35) feet.

Accessory Buildings. Accessory Buildings
must have a rear yard setback of at least
five (5) feet.

Garages Facing Rear Lot Line. Garages
with vehicle entrances facing the rear lot
line must have a rear yard setback of at
least twenty (20) feet.




D.  Existing Lots. Notwithstanding anything in this
Section apparently to the contrary, for Lots
platted before this Ordinance’s effective date,
the setbacks will be as follows:

1. Front Yard = 20 feet
p Side Yard = 5 feet

6. Building Height.

A.  Single and Two Family Dwellings. Single-family
and two-family dwellings may not exceed thirty
five (35) feet in height.

B.  Other Principal Buildings. Principal buildings
other than single and two family dwellings may
not exceed forty (45) in height.

C.  Accessory Buildings. Accessory Buildings may
not exceed eighteen (18-25) feet in height
depending on lot size. (This is to match
accessory building code changes made prior).

7.  Floor-area-ratio. The floor-area-ratio for single and two
family dwellings may not exceed .30, which means not
more than 30% of the lot area may be used for floor areas
of all buildings on the lot. The floor-area-ratio for all other
uses may not exceed .40, which means not more than 40%
of the lot area may be used for floor areas of all buildings
on the lot.

8.  Green Space. For buildings containing three (3) or more
dwelling units there must be a minimum of two hundred
(200) square feet of contiguous and useable green space
per dwelling unit. Setback areas may not be counted
toward the required green space. ~Recommend decreasing
from 300 sq feet

9.  Exterior Finish. Corrugated sheet metal siding shall not be
permitted.




Other Possible Zoning Changes (for discussion):

An Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) is a dwelling unit that is secondary
to a principal one-family dwelling, within or attached to the one-family
dwelling or in a detached accessory building on the same zoning lot.
All ADUs must meet the requirements of the Minnesota State Building
Code. ADUs are allowed only in R-1 zoning districts and must comply
with all accessory building requirements including setbacks, location,
floor-area ratio, etc. Connection to city water and sewer services is
also required and a maximum of one (1) ADU unit is allowed per lot.

A “shipping container” is a six-sided steel unit originally constructed as
a general cargo container used for the transport of goods and
materials. The maximum dimensions allowed are twenty feet (20°) in
length by eight feet (8’) in width by eight feet (8') in height. Shipping
containers do not include similar structures such as railroad cars,
recreational vehicles, bus bodies, semi-trailers, and similar
prefabricated items. Shipping containers are prohibited in all
residential zoning districts but are allowed in commercial and industrial
districts when used for storage purposes only. Shipping containers
must comply with all accessory building zoning regulations included
setbacks, location, floor-area ratio, etc. A maximum of one (1)
shipping container per lot is allowed.
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People Over Parking Act Seeks to
Preempt All Cities From
Specifying Minimum Parking
Requirements for All Properties

February 5, 2024

Legislation primed for introduction on the first day of the 2024 Minnesota legislative session
is broader than any existing state requirement regarding the local preemption of parking
requirements.

On Jan. 23, Sen. Omar Fateh (DFL-Minneapolis) held a press conference to promote his “People
Over Parking Act,” which he intends to introduce this legislative session. The proposed bill
would prohibit cities from imposing minimum parking requirements that specify the number
of off-street parking spaces needed for all residential, commercial, or industrial properties
within its jurisdiction except for disability parking spaces.

Advocating for continued local control

The League is committed to preserving local authority to make decisions around parking at the
local level. While some cities, including Minneapolis and Saint Paul, have eliminated parking
minimums, those decisions were made at the local level with community input. In response to
a recent Star Tribune editorial in which the Editorial Board came out in favor of the bill, League
President Jenny Max wrote a letter to the editor, which identified several key points as to why
the bill is concerning for the League and its members. Those points include:

» Far-reaching preemption of cities to ensure minimum parking availability without regard to
transit availability or walkability does not make sense for every city in our state.

» Removing city authority to ensure parking availability and ceding that authority to
developers who are primarily concerned about parking for their individual projects removes
a city’s ability to consider parking and transit availability within the entire city when
considering a project.

¢ The bill sets the stage for possible underbuilding of parking and subsequent parking
spillover into surrounding streets that are not designed to accommodate dense traffic or
parking.

* Many cities already provide flexibility on parking requirements for certain types of
properties including affordable housing and small businesses.

Read the Star Tribune Fditorial Board’s position on the People Over Parking Act.

Read League President Jenny Max’s letter to the editor regarding the People Over Parking Act.






Proponents of the bill — including Housing First Minnesota, Sierra Club, SEIU, Move
Minnesota, Strong Towns, MN350, and the Parking Reform Network — argue that minimum
parking requirements require developers to build more parking spaces than needed, which
they claim increases the cost of housing, reduces the ability for greater density, and impedes
the establishment of small businesses. Proponents also argue that the bill would still allow
developers to build the parking that they deem appropriate for their development.

Other states including California and Oregon have passed parking preemption legislation, but
the preemption is limited to areas with a nexus to public transit. If adopted in Minnesota, the
People Over Parking Act would be the broadest preemption of local authority regarding
parking in the country.

As has long been one of the League’s core tenets, we will continue to advocate for local control
when it comes to local decisions regarding parking. We encourage city leaders to reach out to
their legislators if they have concerns regarding this bill.

Read more news articles.

Your LMC Resource

Daniel Lightfoot
IGR Representative & Federal Relations Manager

(651) 281-1295 or (800) 925-1122
dlightfoot@lmc.org






